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with considerable expense are more especially
'advocated, since the object is to render the condition
of the poor more tolerable, who cannot pay for them-
selves.
Moreover, all democratic communities are agitated
by an ill-defined excitement and by a kind of feverish
impatience, that engender a multitude of innovations,
almost all of which are attended with expense.
In monarchies and aristocracies the natural taste
which the rulers have for power and for renown is
stimulated by the promptings of ambition, and they
are frequently incited by these temptations to very
costly undertakings. In democracies, where the
rulers labour under privations, they can only be
courted by such means as improve their well-being,
and these improvements cannot take place without a
sacrifice of money. When a people begins to reflect
upon its situation, it discovers a multitude of wants
, to which it had not before been subject, and to satisfy
these exigencies recourse must be had to the coffers
of the State. Hence it arises that the public charges
increase in proportion as civilization spreads, and that
imposts are augmented as knowledge pervades the
community.
The last cause which frequently renders a demo-
cratic government dearer than any other is, that a
democracy does not always succeed in moderating
its expenditure, because it does not understand the
art of being economical. As the designs which it
entertains are frequently changed, and the agents of
those designs are still more frequently removed, its
undertakings are often ill conducted or left un-
>finished : in the former case the State spends sums
out of all proportion to the end which it proposes to
accomplish ; in the second, the expense itself is
unprofitable.